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Mamilla Hotel offers guests an exceptional
experience of elegance and history

ROCHELLE LASH

The Mamilla Hotel in Jerusalem
is a soulful fusion of ancient and
modern and an enchanting bou-
tique getaway for any discerning
traveller, with extra significance
for Canadians.

Mamilla was designed by
renowned Israeli-Canadian
architect Moshe Safdie, who also
created Habitat 67, the influen-
tial residence in Montreal known
around the world for its cube-up-
on-cube structure. Back in Israel,
he also is the legend behind Ben
Gurion Airport, as well as the
revered Holocaust memorial,
Yad Vashem.

With 194 rooms and suites,
Mamilla is a contemporary
treasure with exquisite decor and
the Akasha Wellbeing Center.
There’s authentic gastronomy
at Happy Fish, and cocktails and
wine tasting at the chic Mirror
Bar. The Rooftop is an al fresco
gourmet delight with breath-
taking views of Jerusalem and
a celeb guest list that includes
the Black Eyed Peas, Jon Voight

and, most recently, pop culture
phenom Christina Aguilera.

Old Jerusalem: Staying here is
partly a spiritual experience. Ma-
milla is near the Old City walls
and the Jaffa Gate, which guard
the heritage of many cultures.
For an insider’s look, the hotel
offers the Mamilla Avenue Then
and Now walking tour, in Hebrew
on Saturdays.

Guests also receive vouchers
for the Israel Museum, home
of the Dead Sea Scrolls, and
admission to the Tower of David
Museum where a sound-and-
light show incorporates works
portraying King David by the
likes of Rembrandt, Caravaggio,
Matisse, Chagall and Michelan-
gelo.

Safdie’s opus: The Mamilla Hotel
is part of the Alrov Mamilla Av-
enue development that spanned
nearly 50 years from conception
to realization. Designed by Saf-
die, it encompasses the affiliated
David Citadel Hotel, the Mamilla
Mall, plus offices, condos and a
plaza that buzzes with concerts,
folk dancing and family fun.

In contrast, a short walk away
is the Jaffa Gate, which opens to
wondrous historic and holy sites
dating back thousands of years.

“The challenge of Mamilla
was to design an intense mixed-
use urban complex that would
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The elegant Mamilla Hotel and the surrounding Alrov Mamilla Avenue

development in Jerusalem were designed by Israeli-Canadian architect

Moshe Safdie. mamILLa HOTEL

be harmonious in scale and in
substance with the architectural
heritage of Jerusalem,” Safdie
said.

“Can shopping streets, resi-
dences, hotels and parks, with
all the contemporary require-
ments of parking and access, be
designed to resonate with the
0ld City?”

They can, and he did.

Hotel life: Mamilla has been
named among the top hotels

in the Middle East by Condé
Nast, partly for Safdie’s sensitive
synthesis of restored historic
buildings with contemporary
construction and style.

The interiors by globe-trotting
Italian designer Piero Lissoni
are minimalist and airy, but
textured with collectibles and
rugs from the Byzantine and
Ottoman Empires, as well as
Middle Eastern traditions and
the Crusades era. Mamilla’s art
collection spans 100 years, from
vintage 20th-century photos of
the Old City to new-age 21st-cen-
tury works.

Success is also in luxurious
details like exclusive Bulgari

toiletries, evening turndown,
spacious closets, floor-to-ceil-
ing windows and Frette sheets
(in some suites your initials are
embroidered on your pillow-
case).

The deluxe bathrooms are
encased in transparent glass that
changes to opaque at the push of
abutton.

Mamilla is so popular it is
expanding with a new wing of 19
deluxe suites, expected for 2024.
Dining/drinking: The Mediter-
ranean restaurant Happy Fish
has both indoor dining and a
breezy terrace. Dishes include
sea bream tartare, fish shawarma
and desserts of lemon, chocolate
and honey. Greek gusto rocks
Tuesdays, with music, mezze and
specialties like grilled peppers,
moussaka and sea bass with
Ouzo.

Mamilla always has something
sociable happening, somewhere:
the lobby Espresso Bar is a meet-
ing place until late-night; the
Mirror Bar holds tastings of fine
Israeli wines; and the Executive
Lounge is available to guests of
certain rooms. The Ballroom,

IFYOU GO

Air Canada flies non-stop
from Montreal (YUL-TLV, up
to four times a week) and
Toronto to Tel Aviv (YYZ-TLY,
up to daily, seasonal). Signa-
ture Class has lie-flat seats.
Aeroplan members have free
Bell texting on most flights.
Mamilla Hotel: 888-866-
5338, 972-2-548-2200,
mamillahotel.com; 11 King
Solomon St., Jerusalem,
Israel. Accessible. Part of the
Set Collection of independent
hotels. Kosher. Restaurants
are closed Fri.-Sat., and Sab-
bath meals are served.
Rates: Four levels of rooms/
suites from approximately
$850 CND, including Ne-
spresso, Wi-Fi, indoor pool,
Akasha Wellbeing Center,
sundeck, Sat. walking tour.
Offers until Sept. 27 (some
blackout dates apply): Three-
night stay gets 10-per-cent
discount. Fourth night free

in some suites. Until Dec. 23,
Luxury Suite deal includes
airport transfer, Executive
Lounge, champagne, early/
late check-in-out, if available.
Extra: spa treatments, fitness
classes.

Israel tourism: goisrael.co.

which opens to aleafy outdoor
courtyard, serves a delectable
breakfast buffet.

The Rooftop is a dramatic
open-air space with 270-degree
views of Jerusalem and an inter-
national menu of sirloin tataki,
roast goose, seared sea bass,
salmon sashimi, lamb chops, beef
Rossini or mushroom risotto.
Wellness: The Akasha Wellbeing
Center in Mamilla Mall has a
Zen-inspired indoor pool, men’s
and women’s steam baths, a gym
and a meditation room with
guided videos.

Akasha also offers yoga, medi-
tation and body treatments such
as the Celebration for Two and
the Seven Chakra Experience.
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